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A man need only be 68 years old to be born before television, penicillin, polio
shots, frozen foods, copy machines, contact lenses, Frisbees and the pill; b efore
radar, credit cards, laser beams, ball - point pens or bank machines. When this man
was born no one had invented pantyhose, air conditioners, dishwashers, clothes
dryers (clothes were hung out to dry in the fresh air), and man hadn't yet walked on
the moon, th at's for sure. If his family even had a telephone, all calls came over the
‘party line '. There was no FM radio, no tape decks or even 8 - track players. No CDs,
videos, electric typewriters, DVDs, yogurt, P ersonal Computer s or guys wearing
earrings (unless it was a pirate in a storybook). He listened to the Big Bands on the
'Victrola' (record player) and Jack Ben ny on the 'wireless' (radios).

He would have married before living together. Almost every family had a
father and a mother. He would have calle  d every person older than him 'Sir' or
'Ma'am'. There was no computer - dating, dual careers, daycare centers, gay - rights,
and group therapy. And he actually believed that a lady needed a husband to have a
baby. His life was governed by the Ten Commandment S, good judgment, and
common sense. In church, in school, and at home, he was taught the difference

between right and wrong, and to stand up and take responsibility for his actions.

There are many of us who long for the days when life was a bit simpler,
especially when the world was a bit safer. People knew right from wrong back then.
And for those of us old enough to remember party lines, we lament the lack of trust
and security in today’s world. My word, in some schools the students must pass
throug h a security gate before entering. We send drug sniffing dogs through our
schools and randomly search our children’s back packs. Children come to school
and Kill their classmates. How did we end up here in a short 68 years?

Billions of dollars are spen t and countless laws are passed designed to enforce
morality. Tell me, is it really making a difference? Not really, and that’s because we

father's refuse to confront the Jezebel in our home.



Let me tell you about a woman in the Bible named Jezebel. Je zebel was a
Phoenician princess (whose name means, “There is no Prince”). She was married to
King Ahab, and lived in Samaria. Several years before, the was a sort of Civil War in
Israel and the nation divided. To the North, there was Israel, and in the South there
was Judah, with the dividing line about 42 miles north of Jerusalem. So Samaria was
the capitol of the north while Jerusalem was the capitol in the south. Now, even
though the nation had divided, King Ahab was still a Jew. But he marries thi S woman
from Sidon who brings into his  house the worship of a false god (1 Kings 16:31 ).
And that's where things begin to fall apart.

The Phoenicians worshiped the god Baal, a god of fertility who could be found

in the rain and the storm. It was assumed that by worshiping Baal, the rains would
come and the crops would be plentiful. So Jezebel puts the pressure on Ahab to
build a temple to Baal in the land of Israel (1 Kings 16:32 ). She tried to have all the

prophe ts of God killed ( 1 Kings 18:4 ), and th reatened to Kill Elijah after God killed
all her prophets of Baal ( 1 Kings 19:2 ). Jezebel brought evil to the house of Ahab.
And Ahab did absolutely nothing to stop it. Look how conniving and manipulative
she is when Ahab is in the middle of a pity part y. (Read 1Kings 21:1 -10)
Naboth’s land had been in his family for many generations. Actually, God
gave it to them as their inheritance. Now sure, Ahab begins to mope and feel sorry
for himself, but he doesn’t break God’s law. However, Jezebel, who ha s no regard
for the commandments of God, decides to solve the problem herself. Well, when he
found out what had happened, why didn’t Ahab stand up for what was right? Where
was the man of the house?
Now, I'm not insinuating that there are a lot of women like Jezebel today. |
certainly don’t see them in Christian circles. But | do meet a lot of men like Ahab;
guys who permit things to go on in their homes or who allow things to happen
without once standing up for what is right. | meet too many men who have pushed
the kingdom on God out the back door to make room for all sort s of things that
replace Him as the center of the home.
A lot of Christian father’s do a fine job supporting their children in their

activities. They do a good job providing for th eir children’s basic needs. But see,



that's where most father’s stop. Because when it comes to spiritual things, most

fathers are seldom invo Ived. They’re more worried about soccer practice than with
church activities. They do nothing about the Jezebel in their home who is leading

the child away from God. And I’'m not talking about your wife, so stop nudging her

arm. I'm talking about those things that are drowning out the voice of God right

now in your own home. When used for evil, television, comput ers, books, music and
our time are the false gods that have invaded  your homes. And like Ahab, we

fathers never even bat an eye. By our own example we tell our children that a

Sunday of play is far more important than a Sunday in worship. And what’'s iro nic is

that we lament the condition of our society yet never lift a finger to fix the problem!

I'll tell you what. If we fathers start being the man of the house that God has
demanded, we can rebuild a society where people know right from wrong. No
amo unt of money or legislation or rules will ever replace the responsibility we
fathers have in our own homes. And that is to take an active role in introducing our
children to the Kingdom of God; to live as a godly example to our families. | know
we lament the condition of our society, but it's our own fault. We father’'s have been
just too preoccupied with our own selfish interest, or have let the spiritual things to
our wives while we’ re off chasing a Title ist with a 7 iron.  Listen to what Moses says
in Deuteronomy 6:4 - 9.

In 68 years we have fallen far as a godly nation. Laws and legislation will not
get it back. Neither will prayer, unless we begin praying with repentance. We can be
a godly nation filled with godly states whose cities are filled wi th godly
neighborhoods when we fathers first build a godly home. | ask you again, is there a

man of God in the house? Or will we find another Ahab living there?



